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	  Daniel	  Simmons	  is	  IER’s	  Director	  of	  Regulatory	  and	  
State	  Affairs.	  He	  oversees	  our	  energy	  research	  and	  	  

outreach	  at	  the	  state	  level.	  Before	  joining	  IER,	  
Simmons	  served	  as	  the	  Director	  of	  the	  Natural	  
Resources	  Task	  Force	  at	  the	  American	  Legislative	  
Exchange	  Council	  (ALEC).	  

Prior	  to	  working	  for	  ALEC,	  Simmons	  was	  a	  Research	  
Fellow	  at	  the	  Mercatus	  Center	  at	  George	  Mason	  
University.	  He	  analyzed	  proposed	  federal	  
regulations	  and	  wrote	  comments	  to	  federal	  
agencies	  during	  the	  rulemaking	  process.	  He	  also	  
drafted	  law	  review	  articles	  based	  on	  a	  current	  
regulatory	  and	  legal	  issues.	  

Previous	  to	  working	  at	  the	  Mercatus	  Center,	  
Simmons	  served	  as	  Legislative	  Staff	  for	  the	  
Committee	  on	  Resources	  in	  the	  U.S.	  House	  of	  
Representatives	  where	  he	  handled	  endangered	  
species	  and	  forestry	  issues.	  

Simmons	  holds	  a	  B.A.	  in	  Economics	  from	  Utah	  State	  
University	  and	  a	  J.D.	  from	  George	  Mason	  University	  
School	  of	  Law.	  He	  is	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Virginia	  State	  
Bar.	  
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