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  As	
  Director	
  of	
  Communications	
  for	
  IER,	
  Benjamin	
  
Cole	
  guides	
  the	
  organization’s	
  media	
  strategy	
  to	
  
promote	
  free	
  market-­‐based	
  solutions	
  to	
  meet	
  
today’s	
  global	
  energy	
  and	
  environmental	
  
challenges.	
  	
  Before	
  joining	
  the	
  IER	
  leadership	
  
team,	
  Cole	
  served	
  as	
  a	
  policy	
  adviser	
  and	
  
investigative	
  analyst	
  for	
  the	
  Republican	
  staff	
  of	
  the	
  
House	
  Committee	
  on	
  Oversight	
  and	
  Government	
  
Reform	
  under	
  Chairman	
  Darrell	
  Issa.	
  

A	
  native	
  Texan,	
  he	
  began	
  his	
  career	
  in	
  public	
  policy	
  
in	
  2008,	
  after	
  13	
  years	
  as	
  an	
  evangelical	
  clergyman	
  
in	
  the	
  Southern	
  Baptist	
  Convention.	
  	
  In	
  this	
  
capacity,	
  Cole	
  was	
  widely	
  recognized	
  and	
  
frequently	
  profiled	
  for	
  his	
  strategic	
  political	
  and	
  
media	
  skills.	
  

Cole	
  is	
  a	
  graduate	
  of	
  Southeastern	
  College	
  at	
  
Wake	
  Forest	
  (B.A)	
  and	
  the	
  Southeastern	
  Baptist	
  
Theological	
  Seminary	
  (M.Div.).	
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