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Energy affordability has become a top concern for 

American families and businesses. A recent poll 

conducted by Ipsos found that 73% of U.S. residents 

were concerned about their electricity and gas bills 

rising this year, and 80% of Americans admitted they 

feel powerless over how much they are charged for 

these utilities.1

These affordability concerns are well-founded. 

Federal data show U.S. electricity prices increased by 

27% from January 2021 through January 2025 and by 

an additional 11% from January through September 

2025, placing additional strain on Americans’ 

finances.2

1	 Powerlines, “Skyrocketing Utility Bills Nationwide Leave American Consumers Feeling Stressed, Powerless.” April 
23, 2025, https://powerlines.org/skyrocketing-utility-bills-nationwide-leave-american-consumers-feeling-stressed-
powerless/.

2	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Average Retail Price of Electricity, All Sectors,” Accessed December 2, 2025, 
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/data/browser/#/topic/7?agg=0,1&geo=g&endsec=vg&linechart=ELEC.PRICE.US-ALL.
M~~~~~&columnchart=ELEC.PRICE.US-ALL.M~ELEC.PRICE.US-RES.M~ELEC.PRICE.US-COM.M~ELEC.PRICE.US-
IND.M&map=ELEC.PRICE.US-ALL.M&freq=M&start=202101&end=202509&chartindexed=1&ctype=linechart&ltype=pi
n&rtype=s&maptype=0&rse=0&pin=.

3	 EIA data current through August of 2025.

Electricity prices are especially high in traditionally 

liberal areas of the country. In total, 86% of states with 

electricity prices above the national average in the 

continental U.S. are reliably blue, having voted for the 

Democratic nominee for president in the 2020 and 

2024 elections.3 In contrast, 80% of the 10 states with 

the lowest electricity prices are reliably red, defined 

as having voted for the Republican candidate in these 

contests. 

This report explains how state-level energy policies 

primarily shape electricity and highlights five 

states (California, Florida, Louisiana, Kentucky, and 

New York) to illustrate how these policies affect 

affordability.
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EXPENSIVE ELECTRICITY IS A CHOICE: 
HOW STATES SHAPE ELECTRICITY 
POLICY

The data is clear: bluer states tend to have much 

higher electricity prices than red states.

More than almost any other product, electricity prices 

are a direct result of state energy policies because 

states have the exclusive power to decide which 

resources supply their grids. 

Under the Federal Power Act (FPA), Congress 

preserved expansive state powers to regulate 

the electricity generated and sold within their 

borders.4 These powers allow states to determine 

their generation portfolios, site and permit 

power generation facilities outside nuclear and 

hydroelectric plants, regulate retail prices, and 

exercise authority over resource adequacy and 

reliability, meaning states are charged with ensuring 

that utilities, and electric cooperatives, often 

referred to as load serving entities (LSEs), maintain 

adequate power plant capacity to keep the lights 

on.5 

States can also enact energy policies requiring a 

certain percentage of retail electricity sales in the 

state to come from renewable generation under a 

renewable portfolio standard (RPS), or can set energy 

efficiency resource standards (EERS) or clean energy 

standards (CES).6 

The broad authority of states to determine their 

generation portfolios, set retail electricity prices, and 

establish mandates for wind and solar generators 

under the FPA has led to a diversity of policies that 

ultimately determine the price of electricity for 

4 National Governors Association, “Electricity Markets 101,” Accessed December 3, 2025, https://www.nga.org/
electricity-markets/.

5 Commissioner Christie’s Concurrence in MISO Resource Adequacy Construct Proceedings, Docket Nos. ER22-495 
and ER22-496, August 31, 2022, https://www.ferc.gov/news-events/news/commissioner-christies-concurrence-
miso-resource-adequacy-construct-proceedings?.

6	 National Governors Association, “Electricity Markets 101,” Accessed December 3, 2025, https://www.nga.org/
electricity-markets/?.

families and businesses in the United States. 

For example, Figure 1 shows the average all-sectors 

electricity price for each state from January 2025 

through August 2025. In total, 86% of states with 

electricity prices above the national average of 13.54 

cents per kilowatt hour (kWh) in the continental U.S. 

are reliably blue, having voted for President Biden in 

2020 and Vice President Harris in 2024 (see Table 1 in 

the Appendix).

The broad authority of 
states to determine their 
generation portfolios, set 
retail electricity prices, and 
establish mandates for 
wind and solar generators 
under the FPA has led 
to a diversity of policies 
that ultimately determine 
the price of electricity for 
families and businesses in 
the United States.
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According to Lawrence Berkeley National Labs, 

each of the top five most expensive states for 

electricity have mandates requiring 100% of their 

power to come from renewable or carbon-free 

sources, making their electricity unnecessarily more 

expensive. These, and other mandates, such as net 

metering requirements, are driving up prices across 

America (see Figure 2).7

7	 Galen Barbose, “U.S. State Electricity Resource Standards: 2025 Data Update,” Lawrence Berkeley National Labs, August 
2025, https://emp.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/State%20Electricity%20Resource%20Standards-2025%20
Data%20Update.pdf.

In contrast, eight out of 10 states with the lowest 

electricity prices are reliably red, and seven of 

these states have no 100% carbon-free mandates. 

Additionally, 20 of 25 states with the lowest electricity 

prices are Red states; only four are blue, and one is 

purple (see Table 1, Appendix).

FIGURE 1: STATE ELECTRICITY PRICES VS. U.S. AVERAGE

Blue colors indicate electricity costs are above the national average, red colors show costs are 

below the national average.

Figure 1. Liberal states tend to have higher electricity rates than conservative states, largely due to state energy policies. 
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STATE SPOTLIGHTS

Each state’s energy mix and regulatory structure is 

unique. The state spotlights below highlight how 

policies enacted in state legislatures impact the cost 

of electricity for their constituents.

New York 

Federal data show New York’s electricity prices were 

58% higher than the national average and 62% higher 

than Florida’s, based on the average all-sectors rate 

8 U.S. EIA All Sectors Electricity Data January 2025 - August 2025 to August 2025.

9 Neel Brown and John Kemp, “New York’s Climate Crossroads: Assuring Affordable Energy,” Progressive Policy Institute, 
November 2025, https://www.progressivepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/PPI_New-Yorks-Climate-
Crossroads.pdf.

from January 2025 to August 2025.8 

Furthermore, a study from the left-leaning Progressive 

Policy Institute (PPI) found New York has experienced 

some of the fastest increases in electricity prices in 

the country.9 Retail electricity prices for residential 

customers increased by 36% between 2019 and 

2024, nearly three times faster than the national 

average and the second-fastest increase in the country 

during this period, after California.

PPI determined that electricity is expensive in New 

York due to a wide range of factors, but the report 

Figure 2. Mandates requiring deep decarbonization of the electricity sector are primarily enacted in liberal states, with only 
North Carolina and Nebraska enacting mandates among states that voted for the Republican presidential candidate in the 2020 
and 2024 elections.
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clearly explains: “The convergence of shrinking 

supply and rising demand inevitably leads to upward 

price pressures for consumers. These costs are 

compounded by the immense capital investment 

required to transform the grid and specific policy 

choices that increase the cost of energy production 

[emphasis added].”

For example, New York’s Climate Leadership and 

Community Protection Act (CLCPA) constitutes a 

massive renewable energy mandate, requiring the 

state to produce 70% of its electricity from renewable 

sources by 2030 and 100% by 2040, which will 

require substantial capital investments financed by 

ratepayers.10

At the same time, the state’s firm capacity is being 

diminished by the premature closure of the Indian 

Point nuclear power plant, the state’s decision to deny 

the expansion of needed natural gas pipelines,11 and 

the state Department of Environmental Conservation’s 

decision to block a number of necessary upgrades 

for natural gas power plants,12 which the New York 

Independent System Operator (NYISO) warns could 

cause an increased risk of power shortages over the 

next five years.13

10	 Neel Brown and John Kemp, “New York’s Climate Crossroads: Assuring Affordable Energy,” Progressive Policy Institute, 
November 2025, https://www.progressivepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/PPI_New-Yorks-Climate-
Crossroads.pdf.

11	 Tim Knauss, “Deep Dive: NY Blocked Plans to Upgrade Power Plants that Burn Natural Gas. Was That A Mistake?” 
Syracuse.com, July 19, 2025, https://www.thedailynewsonline.com/news/deep-dive-ny-blocked-plans-to-upgrade-
power-plants-that-burn-natural-gas-was-that/article_3832afca-96d0-47c4-b630-76ad6874c4b7.html.

12	 Hannah Northey, “N.Y. Rejects $1B Pipeline Over Climate, Water Concerns,” E&E News, May 18, 2020, https://www.
eenews.net/articles/n-y-rejects-1b-pipeline-over-climate-water-concerns/.

13	 Robert Walton, “New York Could Face Power Reliability Issues Beginning Next Year: ISO,” Utility Dive, October 14, 2025, 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/new-york-iso-warns-of-2026-reliability-violations-in-nyc-long-island/802699/.

14	 Neel Brown and John Kemp, “New York’s Climate Crossroads: Assuring Affordable Energy,” Progressive Policy Institute, 
November 2025, https://www.progressivepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/PPI_New-Yorks-Climate-
Crossroads.pdf.

15	 Marie J. French, “Offshore wind revival linked to Trump-backed gas pipelines,” POLITICO New York Playbook PM, May 
20, 2025, https://www.politico.com/newsletters/new-york-playbook-pm/2025/05/20/offshore-wind-empire-wind-1-
pipeline-kathy-hochul-trump-00360247.

Prices are also rising in response to state policies 

mandating the electrification of buildings and 

transportation, which are straining New York’s already 

overburdened grid and necessitating additional 

infrastructure buildouts.14 The state also suffers from 

natural gas supply issues due to its decision to ban 

hydraulic fracturing. In addition, ratepayers effectively 

pay a tax on carbon dioxide emissions as part of the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.

The expenses associated with these policies are 

projected to be so large that New York Governor 

Kathy Hochul delayed implementing the state’s cap-

and-tax mandates under the 2019 climate law. The 

state claimed the regulations would be “infeasible” 

because they would impose “extraordinary and 

damaging costs upon New Yorkers.” The Governor 

has approved two natural gas pipelines as part of 

a rumored deal with the Trump administration to 

approve offshore wind facilities.15

These policy reversals beg the question: If Democratic 

policies make energy so affordable, why are they 

backtracking from them?  
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California

California’s electricity rates are the second-highest in 

the nation. Rates are double the national average.16 

Governor Newsom and California’s state legislature 

have embraced numerous policies that intentionally 

increase electricity rates, including a carbon dioxide 

reduction mandate,17 renewable mandates,18 

solar cost-shifting (net metering),19 nuclear reactor 

closures,20 and EV charging subsidies,21 to name a 

few. Instead of trying to expand electricity generation 

to meet the energy needs of Californians, California 

is second in the country in electricity imports,22 as it 

embeds policy goals in electric rates23 to drive social 

policy. This is a toxic mix for California’s ratepayers. 

California is second in the nation in total electricity 

generation from renewable resources and leads the 

country in utility-scale solar generating capacity.24  

California’s generation mix is 42% natural gas, 39% 

non-hydroelectric renewables, 12% hydroelectric, and 

7% nuclear.25

16	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Electricity Data Browser,” All Sectors Retail Price of Electricity January 
2025-August 2025.

17	 California Legislative Analyst’s Office, “Assessing California’s Climate Policies—Residential Electricity Rates in California,” 
January 7, 2025, https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4950.

18	 Id. 

19	 California Public Advocates Office, “Rooftop solar incentive to cost customers without solar an estimated $8.5 billion by 
the end of 2024,” August 22, 2024, https://www.publicadvocates.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cal-advocates-website/files/
press-room/reports-and-analyses/240822-public-advocates-office-2024-nem-cost-shift-fact-sheet.pdf.

20	 Lucas Davis and Catherine Hausman, “Market Impacts of a Nuclear Power Plant Closure,” American Economic Journal: 
Applied Economics, April 2016, https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257%2Fapp.20140473.

21	 California Legislative Analyst’s Office, “Assessing California’s Climate Policies—Residential Electricity Rates in California,” 
January 7, 2025, https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4950.

22	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “California State Energy Profile,” June 202, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/state/print.
php?sid=CA.

23	 The Blue Sky Consulting Group, “Impact of State Policies on IOU Residential Electric Bills,” June 30, 2025, https://
raterealities.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/IOU-Bill-Stack-Analysis-06.30.25-FINAL.pdf. 

24	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “California State Profile and Energy Emissions: Profile Analysis,” June 20, 2025, 
https://www.eia.gov/state/analysis.php?sid=CA.  

25	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “California State Profile and Energy Emissions: Profile Overview,” June 20, 2025, 
https://www.eia.gov/state/?sid=CA#tabs-4.  

26	 California hearing on AB 1191, April 2, 2025, https://autl.assembly.ca.gov/system/files/2025-04/ab-1191-tangipa.pdf. 

California’s sky-high electricity rates are not the result 

of scarcity, or being in the middle of the Pacific Ocean 

like Hawaii, but rather are the direct consequence 

of policies that deliberately sidelined reliable, 

conventional fuels (including large hydropower)26 

in favor of mandating and subsidizing preferred 

renewables. In 2002, Senate Bill (SB) 1078 created 

the Renewable Portfolio Standard, starting with a 

California’s electricity 
rates are the second-
highest in the nation. Rates 
are double the national 
average.
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20% renewables requirement by 2017.27  In 2006, 

Assembly Bill (AB) 32, the Global Warming Solutions 

Act, capped greenhouse gas emissions, forcing 

the state to adopt more wind and solar generation. 

Billions in rooftop-solar subsidies followed through 

the California Solar Initiative and other rooftop 

solar incentives, which have caused massive cost-

shifting.28 In 2015, SB 350 raised the RPS target to 

50% by 2030; in 2018, SB 100 pushed it to 60% by 

2030 and 100% “carbon-free” electricity by 2045.29 

In 2020, Governor Newsom issued an executive 

order creating a goal for all new cars sold in 2035 

to be zero-emission vehicles, and the California Air 

Resources Board implemented that executive order by 

adopting the Advanced Clean Cars II regulation.30 The 

Advanced Clean Cars II regulation required a waiver 

under the Clean Air Act from the federal government. 

The waiver was granted by the Biden administration, 

but Congress later rescinded the waiver.31 The waiver 

would have allowed California to set strict emissions 

standards, forcing more demand on the grid by 

effectively banning the internal combustion engine in 

the state. 

California’s experience demonstrates that 

aggressive renewable energy mandates and climate 

policies entail steep costs borne directly by 

ratepayers. The state’s electricity rates, now double 

the national average, are not an unfortunate side 

effect but the predictable outcome of deliberate 

policy choices that prioritize emissions reduction 

over affordability.

27	 California Public Utilities Commission, “Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) Program,” https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/rps/.  

28	 Severin Borenstein, “California’s Exploding Rooftop Solar Cost Shift,” April 22, 2024, https://energyathaas.wordpress.
com/2024/04/22/californias-exploding-rooftop-solar-cost-shift/.

29	 California Public Utilities Commission, “Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) Program,” https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/rps/.  

30	 California Code of Regulations, Zero-Emission Vehicle Requirements for 2026 and Subsequent Model Year Passenger Cars 
and Light-Duty Trucks, https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2022/accii/acciifro1962.4.pdf.

31	 Act of June 12, 2025, Pub. L. No. 119-16, 139 Stat. 66 (providing congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Environmental Protection Agency relating to “California State Motor 
Vehicle and Engine Pollution Control Standards; Advanced Clean Cars II; Waiver of Preemption; Notice of Decision”)

California’s experience 
demonstrates that 
aggressive renewable 
energy mandates and 
climate policies entail 
steep costs borne directly 
by ratepayers. The state’s 
electricity rates—now 
double the national 
average—are not an 
unfortunate side effect but 
the predictable outcome 
of deliberate policy 
choices that prioritize 
emissions reduction over 
affordability.
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Florida 

Among the nation’s most populous states, Florida is a 

clear outlier for electricity affordability. Florida ranks as 

the second-largest electricity producer in the United 

States, trailing only Texas.32 Florida’s subtropical 

climate, characterized by hot, humid summers, mild 

winters, and a hurricane season, presents unique 

challenges for providing affordable electricity. Its 

residential sector stands out nationally: virtually every 

household relies on electricity for air conditioning, 

and about 90% use it for home heating. As a result, 

Florida homes account for 54% of the state’s total 

electricity consumption, the highest residential share 

of any state.

Despite these intense demands, Florida delivers 

electricity at prices 2% below the U.S. average at 

13.27 cents per kWh for all sectors. It achieves this 

mainly by generating 75% of its power from natural 

gas, even though the state has no significant natural 

gas production of its own and must import virtually all 

of it. This traces directly to policy choices made under 

uninterrupted Republican control of the governorship 

and both legislative chambers since 1999. During 

the shale revolution that began around 2008, Florida 

pursued natural gas generation, raising its share 

from about 40% in 2005 to 75% today.33 Florida has 

been successful by avoiding the aggressive climate 

mandates adopted by most high-cost blue states.34 At 

the same time, the state manages to maintain these 

relatively low prices despite frequent hurricanes that 

32	 U.S. Energy Information Administration. (2025, March 20). Florida: State energy profile. https://www.eia.gov/
state/?sid=FL

33	 Loyola, Mario. (2024, October 8). How Florida Keeps Electricity Plentiful and Rates Low. The Heritage Foundation. https://
www.heritage.org/energy/commentary/how-florida-keeps-electricity-plentiful-and-rates-low

34	 Institute for Energy Research. (2024, October 15). Florida Has Relatively Low Electricity Prices and No “Green” State 
Policies. https://www.instituteforenergyresearch.org/regulation/florida-has-relatively-low-electricity-prices-and-no-
green-state-policies/

regularly damage transmission lines, substations, and 

power plants, forcing ongoing investments in storm 

hardening and rapid restoration that add to overall 

grid expenses.

Despite these intense 
demands, Florida delivers 
electricity at prices 2% 
below the U.S. average at 
13.27 cents per kWh for 
all sectors. It achieves this 
mainly by generating 75% 
of its power from natural 
gas, even though the state 
has no significant natural 
gas production of its own 
and must import virtually 
all of it.
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Louisiana

In 2025, Louisiana had the third-lowest electricity 

rates in the United States.35 The reasons are 

simple—73% of Louisiana’s electricity is generated 

by natural gas36 and unlike California or New York, 

Louisiana has not attempted to implement carbon 

dioxide or renewable energy goals through its 

electricity generation system.  

Louisiana is very strong in natural gas production and 

infrastructure, and it leverages that strength to protect 

ratepayers; it is the third-largest natural gas producer 

in America.37 Louisiana has a very strong pipeline 

network because it is home to the best-known natural 

gas market center in North America - Henry Hub.38 

Low natural gas prices in the United States lead to low 

electricity prices in Louisiana. Besides natural gas, 16% 

of the state’s electricity is generated by nuclear power, 

6% by coal, 4% by non-hydroelectric renewables, and 

1% by hydroelectric power. 

Louisiana’s approach to electricity regulation stands 

in stark contrast to states like New York and California, 

which have pursued aggressive climate policies, 

and the results are reflected in ratepayers’ bills. By 

prioritizing affordability and reliability over mandates, 

Louisiana has maintained some of the nation’s lowest 

electricity rates. The state’s regulatory framework 

allows utilities to select generation resources based 

35	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Electricity Data Browser,” All Sectors Retail Price of Electricity January 
2025-August 2025.

36	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Louisiana State Profile and Energy Estimates,” August 21, 2025, https://www.eia.
gov/state/?sid=LA#tabs-4.

37	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Louisiana State Energy Profile,” August 21, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/state/
print.php?sid=LA.

38	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Louisiana State Energy Profile,” August 21, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/state/
print.php?sid=LA.

39	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Kentucky State Energy Profile,” November 19, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/state/
print.php?sid=KY.

40	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Kentucky State Energy Profile,” November 19, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/state/
print.php?sid=KY.

41	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Kentucky State Energy Profile,” November 19, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/state/
print.php?sid=KY.

on economic fundamentals rather than political 

preferences, avoiding the costly mandates, emissions 

caps, and renewable portfolio standards that drive up 

rates elsewhere.

Kentucky

In 2025, Kentucky had the 13th-lowest electricity 

rates in the United States and the lowest rates of any 

state east of the Mississippi River. Kentucky’s rates 

are 21% lower than the national average. The reasons 

are straightforward—67% of Kentucky’s electricity is 

generated by coal and 26% by natural gas.39 Unlike 

states such as California or New York, Kentucky 

has not burdened ratepayers with the carbon 

dioxide reduction mandates or renewable energy 

requirements that inflate electricity costs.

Kentucky leverages its abundant coal resources 

to maintain affordable electricity for families and 

businesses. As the nation’s seventh-largest coal 

producer, Kentucky is home to about one out of five 

operating U.S. coal mines, more mines than any other 

state except West Virginia and Pennsylvania.40 This 

robust coal infrastructure allows the state to generate 

67% of its utility-scale electricity from coal, the 

second-largest share of any state after West Virginia.41

Kentucky has also developed significant natural gas 
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infrastructure to complement its coal generation. 

The state has 22 underground natural gas storage 

sites capable of holding almost 222 billion cubic 

feet of gas.42 In 2024, natural gas-fired power plants 

generated 26% of Kentucky’s electricity, more than 

nine times greater than a decade earlier.43 The 

remaining 7% of Kentucky’s generation comes from 

hydroelectric and non-hydro renewables.

Kentucky’s pragmatic approach to electricity 

regulation prioritizes ratepayers’ needs over political 

agendas. By allowing utilities to leverage the state’s 

abundant coal resources while incorporating natural 

gas for flexibility, Kentucky has maintained low 

electricity rates. This is important for Kentuckians as 

more than half of Kentucky households use electricity 

for heating.44

CONCLUSION

Electricity affordability is a function of state-level 

policy choices. States that have embraced aggressive 

renewable mandates, 100% “carbon-free” targets, 

premature coal and nuclear retirements, rooftop-solar 

cost shifting, and restrictions on natural gas 

infrastructure routinely deliver the nation’s highest 

electricity prices. California and New York, the poster 

children for this approach, now charge their residents 

and businesses significantly more than the national 

average, with price increases that have consistently 

outpaced the rest of the country.

42	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Kentucky State Energy Profile,” November 19, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/state/
print.php?sid=KY.

43	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Kentucky State Energy Profile,” November 19, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/state/
print.php?sid=KY.

44	 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Kentucky State Energy Profile,” November 19, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/
state/?sid=KY#tabs-4.

In contrast, states that have prioritized dispatchable, 

affordable generation consistently deliver the 

lowest electricity prices. Florida keeps rates below 

the national average despite near-universal air-

conditioning demand and frequent hurricanes. 

Louisiana enjoys the third-lowest rates in the nation 

while utilizing its abundant natural gas resources. 

Both states have done so under sustained Republican 

governance that has largely rejected the renewable-

mandate model.

Americans pay dramatically different electric bills 

depending on which party controls their state 

capitol. High electricity prices are not an inevitability; 

they are a choice. And in state after state, they are 

a choice made by left-wing policymakers who have 

prioritized climate symbolism over working families’ 

budgets. 

When even deep-blue New York is forced to delay its 

own cap-and-tax scheme because it would impose 

“extraordinary and damaging costs” on residents, 

and when California ratepayers are paying double 

the national average to subsidize an electricity system 

that still imports power from neighboring states, the 

verdict is in. Americans struggling with utility bills 

need the same thing Florida and Louisiana residents 

already have: state leaders willing to put affordability 

and reliability ahead of ideological mandates. Until 

more states follow the red-state model, millions of 

households and businesses will continue to pay the 

price for expensive electricity as a deliberate political 

choice. 
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APPENDIX

All-sector electricity rates by state from January 2025 through August 2025 were obtained from the U.S. Energy 

Information Administration Electricity Data Browser.

Rank State Electricity Prices cents/kWh 
(Jan-Aug 2025) Political Leaning

1 Hawaii 35.83 Blue

2 California 27.05 Blue

3 Connecticut 26.69 Blue

4 Rhode Island 26.05 Blue

5 Massachusetts 25.55 Blue

6 Alaska 23.10 Red

7 Maine 22.82 Blue

8 New York 21.45 Blue

9 New Hampshire 21.00 Blue

10 DC 19.83 Blue

11 Vermont 19.23 Blue

12 New Jersey 18.61 Blue

13 Maryland 16.36 Blue

14 Michigan 14.74 Purple

15 Delaware 14.04 Blue

16 Pennsylvania 13.80 Purple

17 Illinois 13.63 Blue

U.S Average 13.54

18 Wisconsin 13.38 Purple

19 Florida 13.27 Red

20 Arizona 13.04 Purple

21 Colorado 12.70 Blue

22 Minnesota 12.68 Blue

23 Alabama 12.55 Red

24 Indiana 12.46 Red

25 Georgia 12.23 Purple

26 Ohio 12.13 Red

27 Oregon 11.79 Blue

28 Tennessee 11.78 Red

29 Missouri 11.50 Red

30 West Virginia 11.43 Red

31 Mississippi 11.42 Red

32 North Carolina 11.39 Red
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33 Kansas 11.38 Red

34 South Carolina 11.34 Red

35 South Dakota 11.33 Red

36 Virginia 11.31 Blue

37 Washington 10.97 Blue

38 Montana 10.85 Red

39 Kentucky 10.68 Red

40 Utah 10.53 Red

41 Texas 10.16 Red

42 Nevada 10.13 Purple

43 Iowa 9.91 Red

44 Arkansas 9.76 Red

45 New Mexico 9.75 Blue

46 Wyoming 9.74 Red

47 Idaho 9.67 Red

48 Nebraska 9.62 Red

49 Louisiana 9.50 Red

50 Oklahoma 9.31 Red

51 North Dakota 8.27 Red




